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Cheltenham Township is an 
Audubon Bird Town! 

 

!

Representatives from 
Audubon Pennsylvania 
and the Wyncote 
Audubon Society 
present the Cheltenham 
Township Board of 
Commissioners with 
signs that recognize the 
community as an 
Audubon Bird 
Town.  The board 
adopted a resolution to 
become at Bird Town at 
the recommendation of 
the Cheltenham 
Environmental Advisory Council (EAC). A perfect complement to the 
Cheltenham Sustainability Plan, becoming a Bird Town will both highlight the 
township’s ecological resources and extend environmental outreach and 
education.  Pictured above: Leigh Altadonna (fourth from left), president of the 
Wyncote Audubon Society, and Steven Saffier, (second from left) Audubon 
Pennsylvania At Home Coordinator, joined Township Manager Bryan T. Havir 
(left), EAC Chair Kurt Ahrens (third from left), and Commissioners (left to right) 
Baron B. Holland, Morton J. Simon, Jr., Daniel B. Norris, Brad M. Pransky and 
Ann L. Rappoport at a recent commissioners meeting at Curtis Hall in Wyncote. 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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Cheltenham Becomes an Audubon Bird Town 
At the July 20, 2016 Meeting of the Township of Cheltenham Board of 
Commissioners, representatives from Audubon Pennsylvania and the Wyncote 
Audubon Society presented the official street signs to recognize Cheltenham 
Township as an Audubon Bird Town. This recognition by Cheltenham Board of 
Commissioners follows their action in April 2016 where the Board adopted a 
resolution to be recognized as a Bird Town.  The Cheltenham Township 
Environmental Advisory Committee recommended this action to the 
Commissioners after working with Audubon over the course of the past year. 
Cheltenham joins over 20 other municipalities in Pennsylvania that have joined the 
Audubon Bird Town program. Several Audubon Bird Town signs will be installed on 
the major roadways that enter the Township. 

This program is a partnership with Audubon Pennsylvania, the state office of the 
National Audubon Society and the Wyncote Audubon Society, the local chapter of 
the National Audubon Society. The program recognizes townships for their 
commitment to stewardship. The Audubon Bird Town initiative dovetails with the 
excellent work of the Cheltenham Environmental Advisory Council and the 
“Sustainable Cheltenham” program. Audubon will continue to work through the 
Environmental Advisory Council to highlight the township’s incredible ecological 
resources and provide outreach and education to property owners.  Community 
events and workshops will be offered.   

Many Audubon Bird Town activities have already been established. Wyncote Audubon helped to sponsor the 
Tookany/Tacony Frankford Watershed’s “Creekside Bird Garden Tour” this past June to provide participants with visits to 
homes that have planted native plants that attract birds and butterflies and function as a riparian buffer to contribute to the 
improvement of water quality and slow storm water runoff. Wyncote Audubon also worked with third and fourth grade 
students at Cheltenham Elementary School. Teachers and students at Cheltenham Elementary School formed an “Audubon 
Bird Club” and learned about winter birds, participated in the “Great Backyard Bird Count, and learned about spring 
migration. Activities included bird walks on the school property and ways to enhance areas of the school property as bird 
habitat. A goal is to continue to expand this work with students in the public, private and parochial schools in Cheltenham.   

Other Audubon Bird Town goals will be to work with the Cheltenham Parks and Recreation Department and citizens to 
improve the habitat in passive recreation areas such as the Pearly and Parry Bird Sanctuaries. Efforts to expand monitoring of 
the birds in these and other locations is an initiative of the Wyncote Audubon Society with the goal of having sections of the 
Tookany Watershed designated and recognized as part of the Audubon Important Bird Area. The Important Bird Area 
Program is part of an international program that seeks to identify areas of significant protection to birds.  

 

Register your Property as an Audubon Bird Habitat: 

Be Recognized  

With the Audubon Bird Habitat Sign  

More information on the Audubon Bird Town program or creating 
a backyard habitat can be found at http://pa.audubon.org. 
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Wyncote Audubon Receives the TTF Legacy Award 

 

Welcome New Wyncote Audubon Members! 

Wyncote Audubon is one of the three National 
Audubon Society Chapters in southeastern 
Pennsylvania with Bucks County Audubon Society 
to our north and Valley Forge Audubon Society to 
our South. Wyncote Audubon’s “chapter territory” 
was recently expanded to include sections of 
western Montgomery County not previously served 
by an Audubon chapter.  Wyncote Audubon is 
looking ahead to establish additional Audubon Bird 
Towns in the region, promote the  backyard bird 
habitat  program, develop a stewardship effort for 
the Green Lane Important Bird Area, and engage 
our new members to participate in our programs, 
field trips and other activities. 

The Tookany/Tacony Frankford Watershed Partnership honored 
the Wyncote Audubon Society with its 2016 TTF Legacy Award. 
The award ceremony took place at the TTF’s 5th Annual 
Watershed Milestones Awards and Reception. Wyncote 
Audubon was recognized for its active partnership with TTF in a 
range of activities.  

Wyncote Audubon volunteers have provided leaders for Bird 
Walks in Tacony Creek Park and supported the “Creekside Bird 
Garden Tour” last June with TTF. Participants toured the homes 
of five Glenside residents who shared their gardens that feature 
native plants for birds and function as a riparian buffer in the 
watershed. Wyncote Audubon has also partnered with TTF and 
Audubon PA to provide environmental education opportunities 
to the students of the Olney Christian School.  

Wyncote Audubon sponsored the Audubon Adventure program for 
second and third grade students at the school and supported the 
creation of a “rain garden” at the school property located on 
Roosevelt Boulevard. Last fall, Wyncote volunteers provided the 
students with lessons on raptor migration followed by a field trip 
to the Militia Hill Hawk Watch at Fort Washington State Park. 
Last winter, the students learned about “winter birds” and were 
treated to a February bird walk at Tacony Creek Park. Last May, 
the students learned about our spring migrants. We took classes 
on bird walks in Tacony Creek Park. The students observed 
Baltimore Orioles, Gray Catbirds, and Chimney Swifts and 
recorded “Spring Migrant Notes” for the “Panama Project.” 

Representatives from the Wyncote Audubon Board accept the 
TTF Legacy Award from Julie Slavet, Executive Director of  the 
Tookany/Tacony Frankford Watershed Partnership. Pictured 
from left to right are Anthony Bellmon of PA Representative 
Boyle’s office, WAS Board members Rich Conroy, Martin 
Selzer, Robin Irizarry, Jennifer Sherwood, Janet Starwood, and 
Leigh Altadonna with Julie Slavet at TTF’s 5th Annual 
Watershed Milestones Awards and Reception. 
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Connecting Students 
Through Migrating Birds 

This past spring, Wyncote Audubon Society volunteers 
worked with elementary school students with the “On the 
Wing” edition of Audubon Adventures, to learn about spring 
migration. Our “Panama Project” grew out of this 
experience and we connected our students with students in 
Panama through Audubon Panama. Students at the 
Cheltenham Elementary School, Olney Christian School, 
and Overlook Elementary School participated in the project. 
After a series of lessons on migration, the students focused 
on several species of birds that arrive each spring to nest in 
our area but leave each fall to return to Central and South 
America to live during our winters. The students learned 
that specific species such as the Baltimore Oriole, Barn 
Swallow, Chimney Swift, Gray Catbird, and Wood Thrush 
are such birds. 

Last May and June, 
students observed several 
of these bird species. 
They recorded “Spring 
Migrant Field Notes” 
and drew a picture of the 
bird they observed.  
They used a special form 
created for the project. 
We collected their forms 
and provided their field 
notes to the Advanced 
Placement Spanish 
Classes at Abington 
Senior High School. 
These high school 
students volunteered to 
translate the field notes 
into Spanish.  

 
This summer the English and Spanish versions of the field 
notes have been sent to Audubon Panama. Audubon 
Panama will share these notes with the Panamanian 
students with whom they work. We hope that as “our” birds 
return south, some of the same species we observed will be 
species that the Panamanian students will see this fall. We 
are encouraging them to record their observations during 
our fall and early winter months and share them with our 
Audubon Adventure students. The Panamanian school year 
ends in December. Our hope is that through this project 
students will gain a greater understanding that our effort to 
protect birds is a hemispheric partnership. 
 
 

 

The Wyncote Audubon Society works with a range of 
Audubon related activities in area schools. Many schools 
conduct bird clubs, nature or ecology clubs, garden clubs, 
or other related programs. Most meet after school while 
others meet before school starts in the morning. Several 
have “lunch clubs” where students give up their lunch 
recess to participate in the program. Most are elementary 
age students but we have also worked with several middle 
schools and high schools. Wyncote Audubon provides the 
teachers and students with a subscription to Audubon 
Adventures, published in a “newspaper” format with a focus 
on a specific environmental topic. In addition, Wyncote 
Audubon volunteers provide a series of lessons and “bird 
walks” on the school property periodically throughout the 
year. Last fall we focused on raptors and hawk migration 
with opportunities to visit the Militia Hill Hawk Watch. 
Last winter we focused on winter birds, bird feeding and 
the Great Back Yard Bird Count. 

 

Greta Brunschwyler, Executive Director of Briar Bush Nature 
Center, also serves as Secretary of the Wyncote Audubon 
Society. Briar Bush Nature Center cosponsored our 
International Migratory Bird Day effort with our Audubon 
Adventures students. Here she helps a Cheltenham Elementary 
School Audubon Bird Club student with the identification of 
a warbler that visited the water feature at the Griscom Bird 
Observatory. The student later recorded her observations of a 
Wood Thrush for the Panama Project. 

Wood Thrush drawn in pencil 
and crayon by the Cheltenham 
Elementary School student at 
Briar Bush on International 

Migratory Bird Day 
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The Yearlong Pennypack Important Bird Area Project 
Concludes with a Wood Thrush Count 

The Wyncote Audubon Society received a $5,000 “Climate Initiative Grant” 
from the National Audubon Society to fund the “Pennypack Important Bird 
Area Project” during 2015 -2016. The Pennypack IBA is a section of the 
Fairmount Park Urban Greenway Important Bird Area” that includes the 
Pennypack, Frankford, Tookany/Tacony, and Wissahickon Watersheds in the 
Wyncote Audubon Chapter territory, among other important areas throughout 
Philadelphia and the suburbs. 

The grant supported a range of activities including presentations and workshops 
for neighbors and civic groups in the watershed to learn about the importance of 
the watershed as an IBA and actions they could take to help birds. The project 
also emphasized the ongoing monitoring of birds in the “Pennypack IBA” and 
recording results with “ebird,” a system to record bird data developed by 
Audubon and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.  

The project concluded last June with a “Wood Thrush Count” with a protocol developed with the support of Keith Russell 
from Audubon PA and the Pennypack IBA Stewardship Team.  There were 26 volunteers who participated in the “WOTH 
Count” contributing 134 hours of effort throughout the watershed. Each of the volunteers was assigned sections of the 
Pennypack IBA that included Pennypack Park in Philadelphia, and Lorimer Park and Pennypack Ecological Restoration Trust 
in Montgomery County. The volunteers recorded observations and locations of Wood Thrush to determine how many use the 
IBA to nest.  The results have been collected and are in the process of being analyzed with a report to be produced this fall. The 
Wood Thrush, a species of special concern, is a barometer of the environmental health of the watershed.  This data will 
establish a “baseline” and help to inform future efforts in management of the forests in the watershed and help to promote the 
acquisition and protection of critical sites throughout the Pennypack watershed. 

 

Militia Hill Hawk Watch Begins Its 29th Season 
 

The Militia Hill Hawk Watch has been recording 
raptor migrations at Fort Washington State Park for 
nearly three decades. An all-volunteer effort, there are 
folks at the observation tower everyday from 9:00 AM 
through 5:00 PM from September 1st through October 
31st. The volunteer monitors are there to identify and 
record the species of raptors seen and the numbers of 
the species that pass though each day. The data from 
the Militia Hill Hawk Watch becomes part of the 
record of data reported from the network of hawk 
watches from across the continent as part of the Hawk 
Migration Association of North America (HMANA). 
Visitors to the Hawk Watch are encouraged and 

welcomed. International Migratory Hawk Week is scheduled from Saturday, September 17th to Sunday, September 25th and 
is a great time to visit. The Militia Hill Hawk Watch has also hosted school groups in cooperation with Fort Washington 
State Park with assistance from some of our Audubon Adventures volunteers. Check out the Militia Hill Hawk Watch 
Facebook Page where you can keep apprised of news. You can also learn more at the Wyncote Audubon website at 
wyncoteaudubon.org. Rich Conroy is Wyncote Audubon Society’s Militia Hawk Watch Committee Chair. If you are 
interested in visiting the Militia Hill Hawk Watch or becoming a volunteer contact Rich Conroy at ikeconroy@yahoo.com. 
or go to wyncoteaudubon.org. 
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During the month of May, Crosswicks Sanctuary is 
always good place to search for Neotropical migrants.  
The small streams, mature trees and wet woodland 
understory make it a good migratory stopover for birds 
traveling northward. Though small in size, Crosswicks 
provides food, water and cover for migrating birds to feed 
and rest before resuming their migratory journey. 
Wyncote Audubon has strived to establish a greater 
number of native plants at Crosswicks, as they are 
particularly beneficial for birds. 

This past May, Crosswicks became the beneficiary of the 
efforts of two dedicated groups of volunteers. Together, 
they invested many hours of work to establish two 
different native plant glades.  Their work will make a 
difference for the migrant birds that pass through 
Crosswicks each spring and fall as well as the resident 
birds that make Crosswicks their “home.” 

BB&T Bank selected Crosswicks as one of their 
“Lighthouse Projects.”  Approximately twenty volunteers 
from the BB&T branches in the region, including 
Abington, Jenkintown, Huntingdon Valley, and Willow 
Grove worked at Crosswicks for two full days.  

BB&T contributed $1,000 in native plantings and supplies 
to plant a variety of native plants in the Zucker Glade. The 
native plants included Dogwood Trees, Carolina, Redbud, 
and other understory trees and shrubs. Our Wyncote 
Audubon Society Crosswicks Committee Chair, Jennifer 
Sherwood, provided the volunteers with a tutorial on how 
to correctly plant the trees and shrubs and helped to 
supervise their work. Each of the plants was staked and 
protected by “deer netting” to help give the plants a head 
start to be established. 

Later that same month, students from Abington Senior 
High School contributed a full day of work during the high 
school’s “Service Learning Day.” These students planted 
native trees and shrubs at the Pembroke entrance to the 
sanctuary. The native plants were purchased with the 
funds that were contributed in the memory of Kenneth 
McClurkin who passed away last year. A Crosswicks 
neighbor, Ken would come to the sanctuary to clear a path 
of a fallen tree and do other good deeds to help maintain 
the sanctuary. He was dubbed the “Crosswicks Angel” 
because he would work alone to do what needed to be 
done. His many friends and family made financial 
contributions to Wyncote Audubon and now the 
“McClurkin Glade “ has been established with the efforts 
of the Abington High School student volunteers. 

 

A Busy May at Crosswicks Sanctuary 

Volunteers from the area branches of BB&T Bank are 
pictured here with Jennifer Sherwood (center), the Wyncote 
Audubon Society Crosswicks Sanctuary Chair. Twenty   
BB&T volunteers worked over the course of two full days to 
establish native plants in the “Zucker Glade” at the 
Sanctuary. BB&T selected Crosswicks as a “Lighthouse 
Project” and contributed $1,000 in plants and supplies. 

Crosswicks benefited from a day of work contributed by 
students and teachers from Abington Senior High School 
during their “Service Learning Day” last May. The students 
established the “McClurkin Glade” at the Pembroke Road 
entrance to the Sanctuary using native plants purchased 
through generous donation made in memory of Kenneth 
McClurkin, the “Crosswicks Angel.” 
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Wyncote Audubon Society Annual Dinner 
Sunday, December 4, 2016: Social Hour: 5 PM, Dinner: 6 PM, Program: 7:30 PM 

 
The Wyncote Audubon Society established the Annual Dinner in 1987. It was created as an opportunity for members to enjoy 
an evening together in a social setting, hear a program presented by an outstanding speaker, and as an opportunity to recognize 
individuals who have made meaningful contributions to conservation. The Edward Hicks Parry Award and the John Dornan 
Conservation Award will be presented! Join us at 5:00 PM on Sunday, December 4, 2016 at Williamson’s Restaurant, 500 
Blair Mill Road in Horsham, Pennsylvania! 

Birding by Impression: A Different Approach to Knowing and Identifying Birds 
 
This keynote talk shares a new slant to field identification that Kevin Karlson and his co-author 
and wife Dale Rosselet call Birding by Impression: A Different Approach to Knowing and Identifying 
Birds, which is the title of their new book in the Roger Tory Peterson Reference Series at 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishers (April 2015). The focus of this multi-media presentation 
encourages a conscious assessment of body shape and physical features of birds prior to 
analyzing traditional ID field marks. This is a more holistic approach to birding to enhance your 
birding skills as well as a greater awareness of bird’s behavior, movements and natural history. 
Kevin Karlson is an accomplished birder, professional tour leader and wildlife photographer who 
has published four books and many bird and nature related articles for magazines and journals 
over the last 20 years. Dale Rosselet is vice president for education for New Jersey Audubon and 
oversees the statewide public and school-based education programs as well as the organization’s 
center operations.  
 

Edward Hicks Parry Award: Jennifer Sherwood will be honored with the presentation of the Edward 
Hicks Parry Award. This award is given to recognize individuals who have made outstanding contributions 
to the Wyncote Audubon Society. Jennifer has been an active leader with the Wyncote Audubon Society in 
her role as the chair of the Crosswicks Sanctuary and the Abington Audubon Bird Town. She also has made 
a sustained contribution to the mission of our Audubon Chapter and to the community at large through her 
role as chair of the Abington Township Environmental Council. 

John Dornan Conservation Award: David Froehlich will be honored with the presentation of the John 
Dornan Conservation Award. This award recognizes individuals or organizations that have made a major 
contribution to conservation in our region. David provided the vision, leadership and courage that have 
resulted in the creation of the Wissahickon Waterfowl Preserve. David’s leadership helped to transform a 
once abandoned industrial and toxic waste site into an enviable urban green space and wildlife sanctuary 
that already attracts a variety of birds, including Bald Eagles and Ospreys, wading birds, shorebirds and a 
variety of waterfowl. 

 

Dale Rosselet and Kevin 
Karlson 

Register for the Annual Dinner Now! 
wyncoteaudubon.org 

For More Information Contact Marlene Morano at: 215-840-2352  or ikemorano@gmail.com  
Or go to wyncoteaudubon.org 



 

 

   

Get Connected With the 
Wyncote Audubon Society! 

§ Visit our new website at wyncoteaudubon.org 

§ Receive future editions of the Wyncote Audubon 
“Naturally” on-line. Help us save the cost of printing 
and postage! 

§ Sign-up to receive the monthly editions of the Wyncote 
Audubon “Updates.” 

o Learn about special Audubon Bird Town Bird 
Walks. 

o Get information on special programs and 
workshops. 

§ Learn about ways to support the work of Wyncote 
Audubon. 

§ Connect through our website with the conservation 
partners in the Wyncote Audubon chapter territory. 

 


